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2021 Congregational Watchword 
 

 I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give you the Spirit of        
wisdom and revelation, so that you may know him better.               Ephesians 1:17 

 

What is a Watchword? 
 
A “watchword” is a verse from the Bible selected at random to guide us through the year.  

The watchword begins its life as part of a pool of carefully selected biblical passages focusing on a broad 
range of topics such as faith, doubt, discipleship, forgiveness, love, comfort, resisting temptation, living 
together as a Christian community, etc. Members are encouraged to ponder the significance of the text for 
their lives during that year. Chosen Watchwords are very meaningful too most and are looked at throughout 
the year. They are placed in a wallet, on the fridge, on a mirror, used as a bookmark, and used so many 
ways. It is something to look at and reflect on over the course of a kyear. 

 The Tradition of the “Watchword” 

The roots of this long-standing tradition go back to the Renewed Moravian Church, a small group of 
refugees forming their own community of faith on the estate of Count Nicholas Ludvig von Zinzendorf, a 
Saxon nobleman. 

On May 3, 1728, during the evening service, Count Zinzendorf gave the fledgling congregation a 
“watchword” for the next day. It was to be a “Losung” (watchword) to accompany them through the whole 
day. 

Thereafter one or more persons of the congregation went daily to each of the 32 houses in Herrnhut to 
bring them the watchword for the day, and engage the families in pastoral conversations about the text. 

From this oral tradition, the Daily Texts soon became fixed in printed form. Zinzendorf compiled 365 
watchwords for the year and the first edition of the Losungen was published for 1731. Now printed in over 
51 different languages and dialects and with an annual press run of nearly one and a half million, the Daily 
Texts is probably the most widely read devotional guide in the world, next to the Bible itself. The Daily Text 
includes two scripture passages, corresponding hymn verses, and a prayer for each day. 

“The watchword is either a promise, an encouragement, an admonition or word of comfort; the doctrinal text 
contains a point of revealed doctrine.” 

By 1812 it was established that all watchwords would be drawn by lot from a selection of Old Testament 
texts, and the doctrinal texts would be selected from the New Testament. By the end of the nineteenth 
century, the custom was established to relate the two texts in theme or thought. 

▪ Adapted from A Brief History of the Moravian Daily Texts 

 What does your watchword mean to you? 

mailto:westsidemoravian@gmail.com
https://www.moravian.org/2018/07/a-brief-history-of-the-moravian-church/
https://www.moravian.org/the-daily-texts/
https://www.moravian.org/2018/07/a-brief-history-of-the-moravian-daily-texts/
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Please keep the family and friends of Fern M. Stuber in your thoughts and prayers. Fern passed 
away on December 14, 2 days after her 95th birthday. She was laid to rest at Nisky Hill cemetery 
following a zoom service.  
 

 
5- Bob Schoenberger 
8- Chris Palmer 
11- Karen Palmer 
12- Maggie Wellert 
19- Seth Holland 
20- Lisa Sensinger-Byrd 
22- Nikki Kline 
    - Kevin Fujita 
23- David Keck 
28- Sally Bolmer 
29- Don Richards 
30- Greg Clugston 

 

Drive by Food Donation 
The first Sunday of the month is 
coming soon! Care for your 
neighbor by bringing non-
perishable food items for the Food 
Pantry at Central Moravian 
Church. Pull in front of the church 
office building at 73 West Church 
Street between 1 and 3 p.m. on 
Sunday, January 3rd  (rain date 

January 10th ). Drop your grocery bags off in the 
wagons by the curb, give us a wave, and be on your 
way.  
 

 

Pen Pals Needed ………….  
Looking for volunteers to reach out to our community that is in quarantine.  

Bethlehem Area Moravians Ministries Committee is looking for volunteers to adopt a pen pal at one of the 
BAM housing facilities. Some of the residents in quarantine are suffering both mentally and physically, and 
need some kind of personal contact with the outside world. 
By writing letters and sending cards (at least) monthly, you could certainly brighten their days. You could 
send a self-addressed stamped envelope along with your letters and encourage them to write back, if they 
are able. 
Regardless of their participation, we’d like you to continue your end of the correspondence.    
Small gifts like bookmarks, homemade cookies, or magnets would also be welcome. 
If you’re interested, please speak to Audrey Wannamaker or call the church (610-865-0256) and we will 
connect you. 
Thanks for your prayerful consideration. 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Parking Lot Worship at College Hill Moravian Church Sunday Mornings 10:00 a.m. 

• Follow the guidance of the Parking Attendants and leave an empty space between vehicles. 
• Practice physical distancing by staying in your vehicle. 
• Tune your radio to 98.5 FM. 
• If, after adjusting your radio, you discover you cannot pick up the signal, please alert a Parking 

Attendant. (You may step out of your vehicle long enough to flag down assistance, but please 
continue with masking and distancing yourself). 

• Wear a mask if you choose to open your windows and turn off your engine. 
• Keep your engine running if you prefer to have your windows closed and operate your heater. 
• Follow along with the service in the Moravian Book of Worship; store the book in your vehicle and 

bring it with you to all future Parking Lot Worship services. (Plan to return the book at the conclusion 
of the pandemic!) 

• Exit safely at the end of the service. 
 
     Or you may Livestream Sundays 10AM online: https://www.facebook.com/College-Hill-Moravian-
Church-696919377009130/ Note: you do not need to join Facebook to view the livestream. 

https://www.facebook.com/College-Hill-Moravian-Church-696919377009130/
https://www.facebook.com/College-Hill-Moravian-Church-696919377009130/
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Getting to know one another better.... 
Even though we’re not able to meet in person right now, we are still the church.  
 
BettyLou Hall 

                                                         
When did you join the Moravian Church? 
When I was 13 years old my family joined Midway Manor Moravian Church 
when my moved to Allentown, and only 2 blocks from the church.  
 
What do you look forward to the most when you come to church? 
The peace and quiet. I like hearing the sermons and seeing all my friends. I 
always sang in the choir and I looked forward to that. 
 
What is your favorite hymn? 
When the Saints Come Marching In and In the Garden. 

 
What is your favorite memory at West Side Moravian Church? 
The reason I joined West Side was so David could go to church with his motorized wheelchair. Every 
Sunday when we were walking in the alley to go to the front of the church the bells would ring, it was 
perfect timing. I also have so many great memories of Senior Friends. 
 
Michael Kessler 

                                                         
When did you join the Moravian Church? 
That’s a good question. I was a member of the church when I was younger and 
then I rejoined again several years ago. 
 
What do you look forward to the most when you come to church? 
The fellowship with family and friends of the congregation. 
 
What is your favorite hymn? 
Amazing Grace is my favorite hymn. 
 
What is your favorite memory at West Side Moravian Church? 
Christmas Eve Service every year. 
 

 

West Side Moravian Church has Our Own YouTube Page 
 

There are 2 easy ways to find our YouTube page. You can log onto our 
website https://www.westsidemoravian.org and scroll half way down the page 

and you can find the link that will take you directly to our YouTube page  
or you can go directly to  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDUdW-RCkmy3FFDgiZ0hSfg/videos. 
 

On our page you will find videos of our organist, Luke. Make sure you 
subscribe to our page and hit the thumbs up and let Luke 

 know we love his videos. 

https://www.westsidemoravian.org/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDUdW-RCkmy3FFDgiZ0hSfg/videos
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West Side Giving and Expense Totals 
 

November expenses: $6,542.84 
November income & giving: $8,099.88 

Total: -$1,557.04 
*2020 Common Ministries are paid in full 

 

•  Winter Coats Needed for Cynthia’s Boutique (Central Moravian’s Clothing Ministry) - New and used winter 

coats can be dropped off behind Central Moravian’s church office building on Thursdays from 10:00am-

12:00pm. Donations must be bagged and labeled separately for women, men, boys, and girls coats 

 

• West Side is continuing to help provide Granola Bars to Iglesia Esperanza of Bethlehem for the 50+  

snack bags they fill each Friday after school for local kids..  

 

• Trex Plastic Recycling Program—We are still collecting plastic! Please call the church office to arrange a 

drop-off time. Remember, once the Bethlehem Area congregations collect 3,000 lbs. of plastic, each 

church will receive an outdoor bench (one bench per 500 lbs.). So far, we have collected over a ton 

(literally, 2,000 lbs.) of plastic! Accepted plastics include: pallet wrap and stretch film, grocery bags, bread 

bags, case overwrap, dry cleaning bags, newspaper sleeves, ice bags, wood pellet bags, zip lock bags, 

produce bags, bubble wrap and air pillows, salt bags, and cereal bags. (NOTE: All plastic must be clean, 

dry, and free of food residue.) 
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Be the light in your neighbor's darkest hour. 

This year we did something new and sponsored luminaria in memory or in honor of someone who brought 
light to our lives.  
Luminaria night was especially beautiful this year as we were able to add additional lights on third avenue.  
All donations benefit the great work New Bethany Ministries does in our community. 
 
Many thanks to all who supported this project: 
 
Tammie Rinker in memory of Beatrice Gall 
Rinker Matthew Family in memory of Jennifer Matthew 
Rinker Matthew Family in memory of Earl and Betty Rinker 
Kimberly Schmid in memory of Shirley Schmid 
Kimberly Schmid in memory of Peter Schmid 
Kimberly Schmid in memory of Theresa Schmid 
Kimberly Schmid in memory of Mildred Davis 
Doug Yochum in memory of Helen Yochum 
Doug Yochum in memory of Robert Yochum 
Doug Yochum in memory of Judy Yochum 
Doug Yochum in memory of Dan Yochum  

 

Christmas Poinsettias 2020 Dedications: 
  
In Memory Of                         _______                            Presented By 
-David G. Hall...................................................................Betty Lou Hall 
-Irene Keck...........................................................Luther Keck & Family 
-Loved Ones...........................................................Jim & Terry Kleintop 
-Betty Rinker & Jennifer Matthew...................... Rinker-Matthew Family 
-Rev. Keith K. Harke……………………………………….Maggie Wellert 
-Their Parents...........................................................Carl & Judy Young 
-Timothy S. Branscom…………………………Kelly & Mēgan Branscom 
-Loved Ones………………………………………..William & Leah Henry 
-Irene Keck- Mother, Patricia Almer-Sister, Charles Almer Sr- Father,  
Charles Almer Jr- Brother ………………………..Carol Gower & Family 
 In HonorOf                           ______    _____ ___         Presented By 
-Gloria Bolmer……………………………………….Sally & Emily Bolmer 
-Matt, Nikki, Peter, Kate, Leah & Charlotte………..….Anne Hosterman 

 

http://flickr.com/photos/teleflora/4133649049
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
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Blessed be the Lord God of Israel. 
For he has looked favorably on his people and redeemed them.  
 
Psalm 148 
Praise God! Praise God from the heavens; 
praise God in the heights! 
Praise God, all you angels of God; 
praise God, all you host of heaven! 
Praise God, you sun and moon; 
praise God, all you shining stars! 
Praise God, you highest heavens, 
and you waters above the heavens! 
Let them praise the name of God, 
for God commanded and they were created. 
God established them forever and ever; 
God fixed their bounds, which cannot be passed. 
Praise God from the earth, 
you sea monsters and all deeps, 
fire and hail, snow and frost, 
stormy wind fulfilling God’s command! 
Mountains and all hills, 
fruit trees and all cedars! 
Beast of the forest and all cattle, 
crawling things and flying birds! 
Rulers of the earth and all peoples, 
   nobles and all leaders of the earth! 
Young men and women alike, 
old and young together! 
Let them praise the name of the Sovereign, whose name alone is exalted; 
whose glory is above earth and heaven. 
God has raised up a horn for the people, 
   and praise for all the faithful, 
for the people of Israel who are close to God. 
Praise be to God! 
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Confession of Sin (from the MBW Liturgy for New Year page 143-144, used by permission of the 
Interprovincial Board of Communication) 

Let us in penitence and humility confess our sins before the throne of grace, praying together: 
God of mercy, as we begin this new year, we confess our weaknesses, failures, and 
transgressions: 
Our broken vows, 
Our slackness and misuse of time and opportunity, 
Our selfishness and our love of ease, 
Our unkindness and indifference, 
Our self-indulgence and our pleasure taken at the expense of others, 
Our moments when we have not been true to ourselves, 
Our lack of faith in your providence. 
For these sins of commission and omission, have mercy upon us.  
Lord Jesus Christ, we remember in your presence our losses and griefs, our hopes and treasures 
which the departing year has carried away, the disappointments we have known, the friends who are 
no longer with us and whose steps we shall hear no more. We pray for grace to cherish the spirit, 
which brings good out of evil and prevents adversities and sorrows from embittering our hearts. Give 
us comfort and a deep sense of your goodness in every circumstance of life, and when, despite our 
good intentions, we fail, be our strength and stay. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. As it was in the beginning, is now, 
and ever shall be.  World without end, AMEN.  
Take time now to read the Daily Texts or a passage of Scripture.  Pause to ponder words or phrases 
that happen to catch your spirit today.  Then spend some time praying for the needs of our hurting 
world.  When you are ready, please continue with the prayer as follows: 
Lord God, Father, hear us as we pray the prayer that you taught your disciples: 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth 
as it is in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who 
sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the 
power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.  
The message of the Christmas season is that God has shown his love for us in that while we were yet 
sinners, he sent us his Son, Jesus Christ, to be the forgiveness of our sins. 
May our thanks for this most precious gift be shown in the conduct of our lives this coming 
year. 
God so loved the world that he gave his only Son so that everyone who believes in him may not perish 
but may have eternal life. Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but 
so that the world might be saved through him. 
We give thanks and praise for this most precious gift. 
As we look forward to the year that is ahead, we have faith that God will supply every need of ours 
according to his riches in glory in Christ Jesus. 
God will fail us never. In our dwelling place, God will endure forever. In our mission to serve, 
God will sustain us always. Amen. 
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The Intercessor         January 2021 

Lord, You give life to everything, and the multitudes of heaven worship you. Nehemiah 9:6 

 

  

The Prayer Chain can be activated by any member of West Side Moravian Church. Simply call any member of the Prayer 
Chain with your joy or concern and that information will be passed on so that your joy or concern will be held in prayer. As 
the Board of Elders is especially charged with the spiritual welfare of the congregation, they too will be informed of your 
prayer request.  
                                  Tammie Rinker - 484-626-1363               Nancy Wanamaker    610-868-7865 

                                      Please remove this page from THE ADVANCE, and pray daily. 

 

  
Praise and Thanksgiving: 
 

The Lord is your keeper; 
    the Lord is your shade at your right hand. 
 The sun shall not strike you by day, 
    nor the moon by night.                    Psalm 121:5-6  
 
 

God, grant me strength to do 
with ready heart and willing, 
whatever you command, 
my calling here fulfilling; 
and do it when I ought, 
with zeal and joyfulness; 
and bless the work I've wrought, 
for you must give success. 

MBW 615 
 

Lifting up our shut-ins and others that are 
homebound or living in retirement communities: 
God of us all, share your love with us all.  We ask a 
special blessing for those who are not able to get to 
church.  Bless Dolores Kehley, Geraldine Miller, and 
Richard Wilson. 
 

Those in need of prayers:  
*Please pray for those suffering job loss or 
insecurity. The ramifications of this pandemic are 
widespread. 
 

Health: 
Bob and Donna, BettyLou, Marcie, Michael and 
Karen, Heather, Leah, Kate, Fred. 
 

Bereavement: 
Stuber Family, Storey Family, Gogel Family, Paul 
Family, Long Family, Yochum Family, Veto Family, 
DeWalt Family. 

 

 
 
 

 
Prayers: 
 

“In him we have redemption through his blood, the 
forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the 
riches of his grace. Ephesians 1:7” 
 
Like the wise men from the east, we have been 
following a star that brings us to greet a mystery. 
Perhaps we expected a king, royalty of some 
manner; at the very least, we expected power 
that finds its roots in wealth. But instead, we 
greet a humble peasant family with a vulnerable 
child. And to this great mystery, we offer our 
gifts. 
 
Psalm 147: 12-20 
 
12 Praise the Lord, O Jerusalem! 
Praise your God, O Zion! 
13 For he strengthens the bars of your gates; 
he blesses your children within you. 
14 He grants peace within your borders; 
he fills you with the finest of wheat. 
15 He sends out his command to the earth; 
his word runs swiftly. 
16 He gives snow like wool; he scatters frost like 
ashes. 
17 He hurls down hail like crumbs— who can 
stand before his cold? 
18 He sends out his word, and melts them; 
he makes his wind blow, and the waters flow. 
19 He declares his word to Jacob, 
his statutes and ordinances to Israel. 
20 He has not dealt thus with any other nation; they 
do not know his ordinances. 
Praise the Lord! 

https://www.moravian.org/daily-prayers-for-moravians/ 
 

 

https://www.moravian.org/daily-prayers-for-moravians/
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